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of opinion in the Republican party manifested itself, and no substantial progress was made until near the close of the second session of the 89fii Congress. Several bills were then pending in each House to provide governments for the insurrectionary states. On tbo 18th of February, 18(>7, during the short session, a bill with that title came from the House of Representatives. It was manifest unless this bill could be acted upon, that, in the then condition of Congress, all legislation would fail. It was kept before the Senate and thoroughly debated. On the 10th of February, after consultation with my political colleagues, I moved a substitute for tho House bill. The fifth section of this substitute embodied a comprehensive plan for the organization of tho rebel states with provision for elections in said states, and the conditions required for their iidmis-siou find restoration to tho Union and tho exercise by them of all the powers of states, and provided for the election of Senators and Members of Congress. In presenting this substitute, I briefly stated my reasons for it, as follows;
"Tlio principle of tins bill is contained in tho first two lines o! tho preamble, It is founded upon tho proclamation of tlio President :ind Secretory of State made just iiftor llio assassination of President Lincoln, in whiith they declared specifioully thnfc tho Rebellion hud overthrown all civil governments in the insurrootionary states, and thoy proceeded by nn executive mandate to create governments. Tlioy wore provisional in their character, and dependent for their validity solely upon the nut ion of Congress. These are propositions which it is not now nooRSsnry for mo to demonstrate. Those governments have never boon sanctioned by Congress, nor by tlio people of tho Btntos where they exist. Taking1 ibat proclamation and tho acknowledged fact that tho people of the southern states, tho loynl people, whites and blacks, are not protected in thoir rights, but thut an unusual and extraordinary number of pases ocour of violence, and murder, am] ivrong, I do think it is tho duty of the United States to protect those people in tho enjoyment of substantial rights.
"Now, tho first four sections of this substitute contain nothing but what is in the present law. Thoro is not, a single thing in tho first four sections that docs not now exist by law.
"The first section authorizes tlio division of the rebel states into military districts. That is being done daily.
"The second section acknowledges that the President is tho commanding officer of tlio army, and it is inado bis duty to assign certain officers to those districts. That is clearly admitted to be right. cliotatos of his own conscience, given to him by Almighty Uod. Tlioro aro, tliero must bo, difTorencus of opinion ; God has so made us that wo must differ ; it is tlio established nature of tho human mind to disagree. It is only by discussion and comparison of views that tho highest human wisdom is elicited. Therefore, I say again, that no Union man need feol anxious or uneasy because of tno differencespersons of representatives whoso loyalty cannot bo questioned under any constitutional or legal tost, surely wo ought not to separate from him until, at least, -"li' i'- 'I.
